Saint-Simon                  93

However, the stump in his hand, he walked away like
a man quite beside himself, continuing to abuse this
valet, and entered Madame de Maintenon's room,
where he remained nearly an hour. Upon coming out
he met Father la Chaise. " My father," said the King
to him, in a very loud voice, " I have beaten a knave
and broken my cane over his shoulders, but I do not
think I have offended God." Everybody around trem-
bled at this public confession, and the poor priest mut-
tered a semblance of approval between his teeth, to
avoid irritating the King more. The noise that the
affair made and the terror it inspired may be imagined;
for nobody could divine for some time the cause; and
everybody easily understood that that which had ap-
peared could not be the real one. To finish with this
matter, once for all, let us add here the saying of M.
d'Elboeuf. Courtier though he was, the upward flight
of the illegitimate children weighed upon his heart. As
the campaign was at its close and the Princes were
about to depart, he begged M. du Maine before every-
body to say where he expected to serve during the
next campaign, because wherever it might be he should
like to be there also. After being pressed to say why,
he replied that " with him one's life was safe." This
pointed remark made much noise. M. du Maine low-
ered his eyes, and did not reply one word. As for the
Marechal de Villeroy he grew more and more in favour
with the King and with Madame de Maintenon. The
bitter fruit of M. du Maine's act was the taking of
Namur, which capitulated on August 4th (1695).
The Marechal de Villeroy in turn bombarded Brussels,
which was sorely maltreated. The Marechal de Bouf-